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What is it like to be a citizen of the Kingdom of God? What is likely to 
happen on a given day? How are citizens expected to behave? How is the 
Kingdom of God different from other realms on our planet—past or 
present? And where do we find this kingdom in the context of our present 
world of complex and competing kingdoms?  

I suggest you read Doug Rowston’s new book, Things that Jesus said. 
Rowston analyses the parables of Jesus in the first three Gospels focusing 
on the key kingdom symbol of each parable, the background of that symbol 
and how that symbol may be relevant even today. For example, the parable 
of the labourers in the vineyard is about ‘the grace of God’s kingdom’ and 
‘reveals the good news of Jesus in a nutshell’. Other parables will reveal 
that forgiveness is a way of life in the kingdom or that the kingdom is 
something really valuable, a hidden treasure to be discovered.  

In Part B of his book, Rowston explores parables in John’s Gospel which he 
describes as parables of eternal life. Many scholars have not identified these 
passages as parables, but Rowston demonstrates the connection with the 
parables in the first three gospels. In sum: The Gospels of Matthew, Mark 
and Luke tell Jesus’ parables about God’s kingdom. John’s Gospel tells 
parables of Jesus, ‘who is the king of God’s kingdom and brings God’s kind 
of life’ (p. 94).  

For example, The Parable of the Night Breeze is embodied in the ‘wind 
blowing where it chooses’ (John 3.8) and describes the coming of the life of 
God’s new age. Rowston interprets the image of a woman in labour and in 
childbirth (John 16.21) as a parable relating to the crisis of the life of God’s 
new age. The interpretation of these passages from John—and eleven more
—as embodying parables is a rich, original and refreshing reading of the 
colourful imagery in the words of Jesus in John.  

Rowston’s readings of the explicit and implicit parables of the Gospel is a 
profound and readable analysis, appropriate for both meditation and serious 
group study.  

 Dr. Norman Habel   Professorial Fellow Flinders University,         
 Adelaide, South Australia 

An illuminating and distinctive introduction not only to the parables of 
Jesus in all four Gospels but to the gospel itself. Grounded in excellent 
scholarship and engagingly written, Things that Jesus said deserves wide 
usagein church and seeker study groups.                                                               
                                                                                                                      
 Dr. E. Glenn Hinson  Professor Emeritus of Spirituality and John  
 Loftis Professor of Church History Baptist Theological Seminary  
 at Richmond, Virginia 

Doug Rowston has given us a “pearl of great price” – a brief but 
comprehensive book on the parables of Jesus filled with not so hidden 
treasures: the texts of the various forms of the parables for easy reference, a 
brief exposition of each parable, fresh insights into their message and 
relevance today, a prayer related to each one, and questions for discussion. 
Best of all he does not neglect the parables in the Gospel of John, as have 
most other books on the parables. It is an ideal book for Bible study groups.   

 Dr. R. Alan Culpepper Dean Emeritus and Professor Emeritus of  
 New Testament McAfee School of Theology, Mercer University,  
 Atlanta, Georgia  

As an introduction to Jesus’ parables, the book Things that Jesus said is 
both scholarly and practical. It is also quite clear that the author, Dr. Doug 
Rowston, writes from a background of being a serious student/scholar ... 
and a competent and enthusiastic preacher, teacher and lecturer. (He tells us 
that he also enjoys sharing the stories of the parables with his 
grandchildren!) As well as some excellent quotations from great scholars, 
the book contains many relevant anecdotes and reflections. To quote the 
American writer Frederick Buechner, “a parable is a small story with a large 
point.” Doug Rowston takes those small stories, and helps his readers 
discover and explore the large point Jesus was making.                                
                                                                                                                    
 Rev. Barrie Hibbert Former Pastor of Flinders Street Baptist  
 Church, Adelaide and Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church, London  
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INTRODUCTION 

Things that Jesus said is written against the background of a 
lifetime’s interest in the stories of Jesus. At Sunday School and 
in church services I learnt what Jesus did and said according to 
the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. I could identify 
with the words of Paul, When I was a child, I spoke like a 
child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child (1 
Corinthians 13:11a). I basically heard and read the Gospels 
without analysing the content. At theological college and then 
in doctoral studies, things changed, as I asked questions and 
found answers by utilising the tools of biblical research. In 
other words, in the words of Paul, when I became an adult, I 
put an end to childish ways (1 Corinthians 13:11b). All of this 
was the usual stage of human development which goes from 
concrete to abstract thinking.  

Now while I read the stories of Jesus with grandchildren, I 
realise that they are in the stage of thinking concretely of the 
content of these stories. In time they will move to the process 
of thinking abstractly about the meaning of the stories. 
Obviously, this book about the parables of Jesus is not written 
for children. If one requires Bible stories written for young 
children, I recommend the likes of The Lost Sheep Series 
written by my friend Andrew McDonough. My grandchildren 
love his version of the parable of the good Samaritan! 
However, in this book for adults, we ask questions and find 
answers about parables of Jesus.  

The parables of Jesus include figurative sayings, similitudes, 
and story-parables. Things that Jesus said treats parables of 
Jesus in all four Gospels. Usually, most scholars think of 

11
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parables restricted to the first three Gospels, the Synoptic 
Gospels. The first half of this book examines Synoptic parables 
about the coming and growth, grace and mercy, citizens and 
crisis of the kingdom of God. Unusually, a few scholars 
identify parables in the Fourth Gospel. This book is in the 
unusual category. In the second half there is an analysis of 
Johannine parables about the coming, enduring love, sharers 
and crisis of the life of the age that comes in Jesus. 

Things that Jesus said is indebted to my experience as a 
theological lecturer at Burleigh College, a religious education 
teacher at Prince Alfred College, a pastor at Richmond Baptist 
Church, and an adjunct lecturer at St Barnabas College 
(Charles Sturt University). I have found inspiration for my 
approach from, among others, C.H. Dodd, Joachim Jeremias, 
A.M. Hunter, Peter Rhea Jones, Arland Hultgren, William Hull, 
Alan Culpepper, and Ben Witherington. I thank my wife 
Rosalie for her patience and love during the writing of this 
book. I am also extremely grateful to my brother Laurie for his 
meticulous checking of the completed draft of this work. I trust 
that my readers come to appreciate the Synoptic and Johannine 
parables as provocative, dynamic and creative.  

Doug Rowston  
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